
EVENT REGISTRATION BEGINS - MONDAY, MARCH 16
Two-Day, Two-Man Events
• NNEEWW FFOORR 22000099 –– PPRRIIOORRIITTYY FFOORR AALLLL TTWWOO--DDAAYY,, TTWWOO--MMAANN ““BBEESSTT BBAALLLL”” EEVVEENNTTSS.. In a change from previous years,
entries will be taken on a first come basis for the three Two-Day,Two-Man events bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, MMoonnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1166..
1) Madden’s The Classic & Pine Beach East     2) Alexandria G.C. & Geneva G.C. 3) Pokegama G.C. & Eagle Ridge G.C.

• When a Two-Day,Two-Man event fills then a wait list will be created as entries come in. Those on any Two-Day,Two-Man event
wait list will not receive a wait list designation as in the Individual Event registration process (See page 3 ).

• If you are looking for a partner for any of the Two-Day,Two-Man events, contact Karen who will have a list available of those
players looking for partners.With the new priority with team events, be sure to contact Karen as quickly as possible to be added to
the list. Karen will call or send an email to connect players, but it will be up to the players to talk and decide whether to team up
and enter an event together.

Individual Events
• For all individual events - there is no priority for receival of entry forms.To be considered for an individual event your entry must
be received by each individual event entry deadline.

• If an individual event is oversubscribed a random drawing will be held to determine the wait list (See page 3).

Event Entry Deadlines
• Event entry deadlines are always by 4:30 pm on the Monday three weeks prior to each event. Event deadlines are shown on each
Senior Tour Section home page at www.mngolf.org, on each event entry form and on each section’s event schedule mailed out to
those without internet access.

Event Entry Checks
• NNEEWW FFOORR 22000099 –– AALLLL CCHHEECCKKSS FFOORR EEAACCHH EEVVEENNTT AARREE TTOO BBEE MMAADDEE OOUUTT TTOO TTHHEE MMGGAA..
In a change from previous years, all checks for each event entry fee are to be MADE OUT TO THE MGA instead of host site.
Individual checks are required for each event. Please do not send one check for multiple events, we’ll just send it back to you.

(More Event Registration information on pages 2-3)

More Senior Tour Finals Qualifiers
• CCHHAANNGGEE FFOORR 22000099 –– We have added two more qualifier spots for Gross players in the Senior Tour Finals.The top four players
in performance points, in the Net and Gross divisions for Seniors and Masters of each Section will qualify for 64 spots in the
Senior Tour Finals. (More Performance Points & Senior Tour Finals information on page 5)

Senior Tour Roster
• NNEEWW FFOORR 22000099 –– For the first time ever we will be creating a Senior Tour Roster to be available to all 2009 Senior Tour
Members.The roster lists each 2009 member including: full name, member club, section, division and the contact information that
each member wants displayed as specified on his application. Printed rosters will be available for pick up at all Senior Tour events.
Please note after the season begins that we do get some contact changes. If you are having trouble reaching someone, check with
Karen to see if there has been a change to the person’s contact information.

Event Cancellation Policy
• CCHHAANNGGEE FFOORR 22000099 –– For those players entered in an event who need to cancel, notification (via email, phone or mail) must be
received in the MGA office no later then 3:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to an event to not incur the full event charge. Those
players cancelling after 3:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to an event (no matter what day the event is schedule - i.e. Monday,
Tuesday or Wednesday) will still be charged the complete event fee. No shows will also be charged the complete event fee.

No Show Policy
We will be keeping track of all No Shows. Any player who has two or more No Shows will be automatically wait listed for any
oversubscribed event they enter.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CHANGES IN 2009
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2009 MGA SENIOR TOUR HANDBOOK

TTOOUURR FFOORRMMAATT
The MGA Senior Tour is made up of four sections - Northern,
Southern, Eastern and Western. Each section has a series of ten
(10) 18-hole events and six (6) all sections better ball stableford
events. A player may play in any section, but cannot play in
more than one. One 18-hole round is played at each of the
host facilities. Each 18-hole round is a separate competition.The
form is various individual and better-ball team events in two age
divisions, Senior Division (55-64) and Master Division (65 and
over), with net and gross awards.

TTOOUURR MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP EELLIIGGIIBBIILLIITTYY
The Senior Tour is open to amateur golfers who:
1. are current Associate Members of the Minnesota Golf
Association and whose club is a member of the MGA.
PPlleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt yyoouurr cclluubb iinn SSPPRRIINNGG ttoo eennssuurree tthhaatt yyoouurr
mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp iiss aaccttiivvee ffoorr tthhee 22000099 sseeaassoonn..

2. have reached their 55th bir thday prior to their first scheduled
participation.

3. have a Handicap Index limit of 24.4.

TTOOUURR MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN PPRROOCCEESSSS
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn ffoorr tthhee SSeenniioorr TToouurr bbeeggiinnss iinn eeaarrllyy FFeebbrruuaarryy 
eeaacchh yyeeaarr.. FFoorr tthhee 22000099 sseeaassoonn rreeggiissttrraattiioonn bbeeggiinnss 
MMOONNDDAAYY,, FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 22,, 22000099.. 

YYoouu mmaayy rreeggiisstteerr ttwwoo ddiiffffeerreenntt wwaayyss::

1. Apply online with a credit card at wwwwww..mmnnggoollff..oorrgg

2. Fill out application and mail it or drop it off in our office
with a check. Applications are available for download on our
website at www.mngolf.org, also at the MGA office or will be
mailed to players who request it. Applications are mailed to all
of the previous year’s par ticipants who do not have an email
address or online access.

AAnnyy aapppplliiccaattiioonnss RREECCEEIIVVEEDD PPRRIIOORR ttoo MMoonnddaayy,, FFeebbrruuaarryy 22,, 22000099
wwiillll bbee rreettuurrnneedd ttoo sseennddeerr..

Each section of the MGA Senior Tour is limited to 215
members.Tour membership is limited to ensure that each tour
member has the opportunity to compete in an average of 7 to
9 events. Please do not sign up for the MGA Senior Tour if you
are only available to play in less then 4 events.

TTOOUURR MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP EENNTTRRYY PPRROOCCEEDDUURREE
Applicants for the Senior Tour must complete an official
Senior Tour membership application which must be signed
and accompanied with the membership fee of $55.00.
Applications by telephone, fax or e-mail wwiillll nnoott be accepted.
MGA Senior Tour membership application forms will be
accepted until the membership limit is reached. Senior Tour

membership must be made prior to
the deadline for the first event the individual
wishes to enter. Incomplete applications are not acceptable
and will be returned. A check with insufficient funds will void
the application, and it will be withdrawn.The applicant is
responsbile for any fees incurred by the MGA for checks
returned for insufficient funds.The applicant must pay such
fees before entry in any future MGA events is allowed.

SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR DDIIVVIISSIIOONNSS ((SSEENNIIOORR//MMAASSTTEERR))
A player’s division is determined by his age (Senior 55-64,
Master 65+). A player’s age for the year is hhiiss aaggee aatt tthhee ttiimmee
ooff hhiiss ffiirrsstt sscchheedduulleedd ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn iinn aann eevveenntt ffoorr 22000099.
A player must reach his 55th bir thday prior to his first
scheduled participation for the Senior Division or 65th
birthday prior to his first scheduled participation in the
Master Division.You can’t switch half way through the season.

FFoorr aa TTeeaamm eevveenntt,, iiff aa MMaasstteerr ppllaayyeerr iiss ppaaiirreedd wwiitthh aa 
SSeenniioorr ppllaayyeerr yyoouu wwiillll ccoommppeettee iinn tthhee SSeenniioorr DDiivviissiioonn ffoorr tthhaatt
TTeeaamm eevveenntt.. AAnnyy ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee ppooiinnttss mmaaddee iinn aa tteeaamm eevveenntt
wwiillllll bbee aapppplliieedd ttoo eeaacchh ppllaayyeerr’’ss ccoorrrreecctt ddiivviissiioonn iinn hhiiss sseeccttiioonn..

TTOOUURR MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP WWIITTHHDDRRAAWWAALL && RREEFFUUNNDDSS
Senior Tour Membership Fee will be refunded if the 
MGA office is notified in writing and the following 
provisions are met:
1.Written notice of Tour membership resignation must be
submitted before a player is accepted into his first Senior
Tour Event or before the sixth event of the season.

*A $5.00 service charge will be deducted from all refunds.
If the above provisions are not met, no refund will be given 
for the Senior Tour Membership Fee.

EENNTTRRYY PPRROOCCEEDDUURREE FFOORR TTOOUURR EEVVEENNTTSS
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn ffoorr eeaacchh eevveenntt bbeeggiinnss MMoonnddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1166,, 22000099..

Event entry forms will be available on our website by early March
or distributed via mail to those without email or internet access.

IINNDDIIVVIIDDUUAALL EEVVEENNTT RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN -- individual entry forms are
not prioritized by mail or drop off date since all entry forms are
considered for each event as long as they are received by the
entry deadline.

EEnnttrriieess wwiillll bbee aacccceepptteedd wwiitthh ppaayymmeenntt mmaaddee ttoo tthhee MMGGAA.. 
AA sseeppaarraattee cchheecckk iiss rreeqquuiirreedd ffoorr eeaacchh eevveenntt aanndd wwiillll nnoott bbee ccaasshheedd
uunnttiill aafftteerr tthhee eevveenntt hhaass bbeeeenn hheelldd.. Entries must be completed
on an official entry form and must be accompanied with the
entry fee. More than one entry may be included in one
envelope or a multi-entry form made be used for multiple
entries. Entries by telephone, fax or e-mail will not be accepted.
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Entries close at 4:30 p.m. on the deadline date for each event.
Time limit for entries means time of receipt at MGA, not
postmark. Late or incomplete entries are not acceptable and
will be returned. A check with insufficient funds will void the
entry and will be withdrawn.The entrant is responsible for any
fees incurred by the MGA for checks returned with insufficient
funds. Entrants must pay such fees before entry in any future
MGA event is allowed.

In the case of an oversubscribed field, there will be a blind draw
after the closing entry date to bring the field down to 120
players (or the maximum number of players for the event) -
those players not making it into the field will be put on a
waiting list.Waiting list players will be contacted if openings
become available. AAfftteerr tthhee eevveenntt,, tthhoossee ssttiillll oonn tthhee wwaaiittiinngg lliisstt
wwhhoo ddiidd nnoott ppllaayy wwiillll rreecceeiivvee aa ddeessiiggnnaattiioonn tthhaatt pprreevveennttss tthheemm ffrroomm
bbeeiinngg wwaaiitt lliisstteedd aaggaaiinn.. TThhiiss wwiillll hheellpp eennssuurree tthhaatt eeaacchh mmeemmbbeerr
oonnllyy hhaass ttoo ssiitt oouutt oonnee oovveerrssuubbssccrriibbeedd eevveenntt..

TTWWOO--DDAAYY,, TTWWOO--MMAANN EEVVEENNTT RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN -- new in 2009 will
be a priority process for all of the Two-Day,Two-Man Events.
When a Two-Day,Two-Man event fills then a wait list will be
created as entries come in.Waiting list players will be contacted
if openings become available. Those on any Two-Day,Two-Man
event wait list will not receive a wait list designation as in the
Individual Event registration process.

All entrants who do not get in oversubscribed individual or
team events will receive notice from the MGA after the closing
date for entries with their entry status for the event.

EENNTTRRYY WWIITTHHDDRRAAWWAALL AANNDD RREEFFUUNNDDSS FFOORR AA
PPAARRTTIICCUULLAARR SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR EEVVEENNTT
Entry fee will be refunded for a specific Senior Tour Event,
regardless of reason, if the MGA office is notified before the
close of entries for that particular event. After the close of entry
date an entry may be cancelled in the event of injury, illness or
unforseeable schedule change.These cancellations can be made
by 3:00 pm on the Wednesday before the date of play.
No refunds will be given for any reason after the Wednesday
prior to the start of the event has occurred.

SSHHOOWWIINNGG UUPP OONN TTIIMMEE && NNOO SSHHOOWWSS
Please be respectful of the host site, Senior Tour staff and other
competitors by showing up in a timely manner and honoring
your committment to participate. Arriving within 15 minutes 
of your shotgun time is considered late. Arriving late means you
will not be guaranteed the ability to play due to the juggling of
carts, tee boxes and foursomes prior to your arrival. No refund
will be available in the event of withdrawal due to lateness.
We will be keeping track of all late arrivals and No Shows.
Any player who has two or more No Shows or late arrivals 
will be automatically wait listed for any oversubscribed event
they enter.

PPRRAACCTTIICCEE RROOUUNNDDSS
No provisions have been made for practice rounds at any
Senior Tour sites, but clubs may be open to public play at
prescribed times.

PPAAIIRRIINNGGSS AANNDD SSTTAARRTTIINNGG TTIIMMEESS
For half of the Senior Tour events, pairings are created in an
ABCD format.We found this allowed more players the
opportunity to play with different golfers throughout the
summer. For the other half of the events, pairings will be
created in handicap index order.

Each Senior Tour event will start at the time noted on the entry
form for each MGA Senior Tour Event. If an event is extremely
undersubscribed, modification may be made by the MGA Senior
Tour Committee and will be explained in the notice to
competitors sent to each player prior to the event. Once
entries are accepted, only substitutions by entered players may
be made. Any changes or substitutions after the close of the
entries will be handled by the MGA.

PPAACCEE OOFF PPLLAAYY
EEaacchh ppaarrttiicciippaanntt iiss eexxppeecctteedd ttoo ccoommpplleettee tthheeiirr rroouunndd aanndd
rreettuurrnn tthheeiirr ccoommpplleetteedd ssccoorreeccaarrdd wwiitthhiinn 44 hhoouurrss aanndd 4455
mmiinnuutteess ooff ssttaarrttiinngg tthhee rroouunndd ootthheerrwwiissee tthhee ssccoorreeccaarrdd wwiillll nnoott
bbee aacccceepptteedd ffoorr tthhaatt eevveenntt mmeeaanniinngg nnoo ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee ppooiinnttss
oorr pprriizzeess aawwaarrddeedd -- EESSCC ssccoorree wwiillll ssttiillll bbee ppoosstteedd ttoo GGHHIINN..

CCAARRTTSS
Contestants may carry their own bags except in events which
specify carts are part of the entry fee. Pull carts are also
acceptable. Contestants must indicate in the appropriate area
on the entry forms their desire to use motorized carts for each
Senior Tour event they are entering. Cart fees will be collected
prior to each round by the host facility. Contestants must
reserve a cart at time of entry. Contestants may be responsible
for cost incurred if they cancel their cart reservation after the
close of entries for a particular event. Nonpayment of these
costs may affect their tour status and entry into future MGA
events. Contestants must use the host club’s carts.

FFOOOOTTWWEEAARR PPOOLLIICCYY
AALLLL Senior Tour Events require soft spikes.

MMGGAA DDRREESSSS CCOODDEE
For all MGA competitions, players must be neat in 
appearance with respect to personal grooming and clothing.
All males are required to wear shir ts with collars or mock
turtlenecks and sleeves, and either golf slacks or Bermuda 
shorts which measure no higher than two (2) inches above
their knees. All females are required to wear either slacks,
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shorts, or golf skir ts that are of appropriate length, and golf tops
(sleeveless tops are permitted).

Examples of attire NOT ACCEPTABLE include the following:
Short shorts, athletic shorts, tennis shorts, cutoffs,
jeans, jean shorts, tank tops, t-shir ts, and sweats pants.The
committee in charge shall decide whether this requirement has
been met and will withdraw the entry of any player who does
not comply with this policy.

MMGGAA CCOONNDDUUCCTT PPOOLLIICCYY
By submitting an entry, or by participating in any MGA
competition, the player understands that his/her participation is
at the sole discretion of the MGA. The player’s entry may be
rejected for any event, at the discretion of the Official in
Charge, at any time before the close of the competition (as de-
fined in the USGA Rules of Golf Book-Rule 34-1b). Likewise,
the player’s entry may be rejected, at the discretion of the
Committee for reasons deemed necessary, at any time after the
close of the competition. Unbecoming conduct or actions at any
MGA event, or state, national, or international event, or conduct
or action deemed detrimental to the MGA, the spirit of the
game, or to the host facilities are grounds for such rejection.

These include, but are not limited to:

1. Cheating

2. Willful destruction of golf course or MGA property 

3. Abusive language or conduct towards MGA and/or host facility,
staff, volunteers, or other players

4. Abusive or derogatory criticism of the MGA and/or host
facility staff, volunteers, or other players

5. Club throwing and/or physical endangerment of others     

6. Offensive or excessively loud behavior

7. Alcohol and/or substance impaired behavior

8. Repeated withdrawals or no cards during or after completion
of  a round

9. Inappropriate golf attire

10. Other conduct deemed to be unbecoming

Should such an incident occur, the Official in Charge shall submit a
report to the Senior Tour Committee. Future sanctions may range
from suspension from future MGA events to not being eligible for
MGA team competitions and/or player awards.This may include
losing exempt status for future year(s).The decision to reject an
entry during an event by the Official in Charge is final.

AAWWAARRDDSS
The formats are various individual events in two age divisions,
Senior Division (55-64) and Master Division (65 & over), with net
and gross awards. Merchandise certificates will be awarded as
determined by the MGA Senior Tour Committee.
No contestant can win more than one award per event.

SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR SSCCOORRIINNGG RREEQQUUIIRREEMMEENNTTSS
In order to tabulate the winners of shotgun Tour events as quickly
as possible, each score card must be filled out completely including
gross and net scores. During stableford competitions, stableford
points on each hole as well as total stableford points must be filled
out on each score card. If a player fails to complete a hole, he
must enter the score he most likely would have had. All scores
shot during the MGA Senior Tour are tournament scores and will
be posted by the MGA into each player’s handicap record. Each
score card must be totalled and have two signatures before it is
turned into the scoreboard. Score cards that are not totaled or
incomplete in any way will be returned to the players to complete
before they will be accepted.

Be sure to start your score card on the hole on which you are
starting and mark the card after each hole. Please keep a neat,
legible score card. No individual or team may keep their own
score.

SSttaabblleeffoorrdd PPooiinnttss
1 Point - Net Bogey
2 Points - Net Par
3 Points - Net Birdie
4 Points - Net Eagle
5 Points - Net Double Eagle

UUppoonn ccoommpplleettiioonn ooff ppllaayy,, ppllaayyeerrss mmuusstt cchheecckk tthheeiirr hhoollee--bbyy--hhoollee ssccoorreess
ccaarreeffuullllyy.. BBootthh tthhee ppllaayyeerr aanndd tthhee mmaarrkkeerr mmuusstt ssiiggnn tthhee ccaarrdd 
aanndd rreettuurrnn iitt ttoo tthhee SSeenniioorr TToouurr ssiittee ccaappttaaiinn iinn aa pprroommpptt mmaannnneerr..

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS
• The USGA Rules of Amateur Status will be the standard for
the MGA Senior Tour. Each participant must conform to those
Rules in every respect.

• Each participant in the MGA Senior Tour acknowledges that
neither the Minnesota Golf Association nor the host facilities
are responsible for any injury during the playing of any Senior
Tour event.

• Each participant in the MGA Senior Tour acknowledges that
his membership is subject to rejection at any time by the
MGA.The reason for rejection may include unbecoming
conduct (see MGA Conduct Policy to the left).

• The MGA reserves the right to use any photographic or video
image of any competitor taken during a Senior Tour event for
its own media-related use(s).

MMGGAA SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR CCAAPPSS
Each registered Senior Tour participant is eligible to receive an
official 2009 MGA Senior Tour Cap. Caps are available for pick
up at events and in the MGA office.
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SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR PPEERRFFOORRMMAANNCCEE PPOOIINNTTSS
The top eight (8) in the net and gross competition in each
division in each event will receive Senior Tour Performance
Points. Each player’s performance points accumulate for a
performance point total that is taken from their top four finishes.
Performance points will be awarded as follows:

TThhee ttoopp 88 iinn tthhee nneett aanndd ggrroossss ccoommppeettiittiioonn

IInnddiivviidduuaall TTeeaamm EEvveenntt
EEvveenntt ((PPooiinnttss ppeerr ppllaayyeerr))

1st 50 points 30 points
2nd 40 points 24 points
3rd 35 points 21 points
4th 30 points 18 points
5th 25 points 15 points
6th 20 points 12 points
7th 15 points 9 points
8th 10 points 6 points

MMGGAA SSEENNIIOORR TTOOUURR FFIINNAALLSS
After the last event in each section, the four (4) individuals with
the most performance points in the net competition and gross
competition in each age division in the Northern, Southern,
Eastern and Western sections will be invited to the Senior Tour
Finals. A total of 64 players will be in the finals. The Senior Tour
Finals will be an individual stableford net and gross competition.

TThhee MMGGAA SSeenniioorr TToouurr FFiinnaallss wwiillll bbee ppllaayyeedd 
TThhuurrssddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2244,, 22000099,, aatt WWaayyzzaattaa CCoouunnttrryy CClluubb..

JJUUSSTT AA FFEEWW FFIINNAALL RREEMMAARRKKSS......
LLeett uuss kknnooww wwhhaatt yyoouu tthhiinnkk......
Please don’t hesitate to talk to your MGA site captain or MGA
staff regarding your thoughts about the Senior Tour.We’re
constantly striving to create the optimal golfing experience for
you and appreciate your feedback of all kinds.

WWee’’rree vveerryy aapppprreecciiaattiivvee ooff oouurr hhoosstt ssiitteess aanndd wwee ccaann’’tt ffoorrggeett 
ttoo lleett tthheemm kknnooww......
To host an MGA Senior Tour event is a common request from
golf clubs, courses and country clubs all over the state. Each
year we try to tap into the wonderful choices we have to offer
variety, challenge and discovery for all Senior Tour participants.
Each host site’s staff and pro work very hard to put on a quality
event. Please don’t hesitate to thank them and let them know
you enjoyed your round of golf with them at an event!

TThhaannkk yyoouu...... for your participation in the MGA Senior Tour. It has
a tremendous history and has become a program that has been
emulated in other golf associations across the nation. Here at
the MGA we are very proud of the program and of the players,
host sites and staff who have come to make it such a successful
and valuable part of golf in Minnesota.

HHaavvee aa ggrreeaatt sseeaassoonn tthhiiss yyeeaarr!!

6550 York Avenue South, Suite 211  •  Edina, MN 55435  •  952-345-3978  •  www.mngolf.org
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DISCONTINUANCE OF PLAY - When play is suspended for
a potentially dangerous situation, play must discontinue immediately
and shall not resume until the Committee has ordered a resumption
of play. All practice areas shall be closed during suspension for a
potentially dangerous situation until the Committee has declared
them open. Penalty for breach of suspended play rule is
disqualification.

Discontinuance of Play Signals:
• Potentionally Dangerous situation - One prolonged airhorn note.
• Other types of suspension - Three consecutive airhorn notes,
repeated.

• Resumption of play - Two short airhorn notes, repeated.

YARDAGE DISTANCE RANGE FINDERS are permissible.
You may tell others the yardage or let them use the equipment.You
may not talk about club selection. Information about distance is not
advice.

The Local Rule for stones in bunkers is NOT in effect!!!

OBSTRUCTIONS - An obstruction is anything artificial, including
the artificial surfaces of roads & paths and white lined areas tying
into them, except:
A. Objects defining out of bounds, such as a wall, fences,

stakes & railings;
B. Any part of an immovable artificial object which is out of bounds;
C. Any construction declared by the Committee to be an integral

part of the course. See Rule 24.

NO PRACTICE PUTTING RULE - Between the play of two
holes, a player shall not play any practice stroke on or near the
putting green of the hole last played. This does not preclude a player
from finishing out a hole in a stableford event where his score may
not be used in a team competition. Penalty - Two Strokes at next
hole.

DOUBT AS TO PROCEDURE - Applies to stroke play. A
competitor may play a second ball if the competitor is doubtful of
his rights or procedure. Before taking further action, the competitor
must announce to his marker or fellow-competitor his decision to
proceed under this rule and which ball he wishes to count if the
rules permit. The player shall report the facts to the Committee
before returning his score card even if he scores the same with both
balls; if he fails to do so, he shall be Disqualified.

OVERHEAD POWER LINES - If a ball strikes an overhead
power line or cable, the player must disregard that stroke, abandon
the ball and play another ball as nearly as possible at the spot from
which the original ball was played in accordance with Rule 20-5.

EMBEDDED BALL - Anywhere “through the green,”
a ball embedded in its own pitch-mark in the ground, except in
loose sand, may be lifted without penalty, cleaned and dropped as
near as possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the hole.
Appendix I - Local Rules.

REPORTING RESULTS - UUppoonn ccoommpplleettiioonn ooff ppllaayy,, 
ppllaayyeerrss sshhoouulldd cchheecckk tthheeiirr hhoollee--bbyy--hhoollee ssccoorreess ccaarreeffuullllyy..  
BBootthh tthhee ppllaayyeerr aanndd tthhee mmaarrkkeerr mmuusstt ssiiggnn tthhee ccaarrdd 
aanndd rreettuurrnn iitt ttoo tthhee CCoommmmiitttteeee iinn aa pprroommpptt mmaannnneerr..
All scores must be totalled.

PPAAGGEE 66

Minnesota Golf Association Senior Tour Play is governed by the
USGA Rules of Golf and by the following Local Rules and
Definitions. AAddddiittiioonnaall LLooccaall RRuulleess ffoorr eeaacchh cclluubb wwiillll bbee ddiissttrriibbuutteedd aatt
eeaacchh eevveenntt..

Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for breach of a Local Rule or
Condition is: Stroke Play-Two Strokes.

TIME OF STARTING - In an Individual event, the player shall
start at the time and hole laid down by the Committee. If the
player arrives at the starting point, ready to play before his group
has completed their first hole, the penalty for failure to start on time
is two strokes at the first hole in stroke play. If the player arrives
after the first hole is completed, he is Disqualified. He may continue
to play but cannot turn in a score.

LIMITATION ON GOLF BALLS - The One Ball Rule is not
in effect.

OUT OF BOUNDS - Defined by nearest inside points of stakes,
flags, fence posts, masonry walls at ground level. When OB is
defined by a white line on the ground, the line itself is out of bounds.
Rule 27-1.

WATER AND LATERAL WATER HAZARDS - Water
hazards are defined by yellow stakes, flags or yellow lines. Lateral
water hazards are defined by red stakes, flags or red lines. Rule 26-1.
• When stakes, flags and lines are used to define water and lateral
water hazards, stakes and flags identify hazards and lines define
margins.

• When a lateral water hazard is defined on only one side, it is
deemed to extend to infinity.

• When water hazards and lateral water hazards  are bounded by
out of bounds, the hazard margin extends to and coincides with
the out of bounds line.

GROUND UNDER REPAIR - Defined by white lines. French
drains are deemed to be ground under repair. Flower beds on the
course are also deemed to be ground under repair. Rule 25-1.

SENIOR TOUR - MGA RULES OF PLAY AND INFORMATION
PRINCIPAL CHANGES IN THE RULES OF GOLF 

MADE IN 2008 THAT YOU MUST KNOW!

RULE 15-3 Because the rule has been changed and it is now
a two stroke penalty to hit a wrong ball in a hazard, you may
now, if necessary, lift the ball for identification and place back on
the same spot in the same lie.You may clean the ball only as
much as necessary for identification.

RULE 19-2 If a ball struck by a player is accidently deflected
or stopped by the player, caddie or equipment, the penalty is now
1 stroke, both in stroke and match play. Previously it was 2
strokes in stroke play and loss of hole in match play.

RULE 24-1 Now allows a player to pick up a flagstick if a
moving ball may strike it. Previously you were penalized 2 strokes
in Stroke Play for being a nice guy. As in the past, equipment of
any player may also be moved without penalty.

RULES 24-3b, 25-1c, 26-1 The term “reasonable
evidence” has been replaced by “known or virtually certain”
with respect to determining whether a ball that has not been
found may be treated as lost in an obstruction or an abnormal
ground condition or in a water hazard.The strong wording 
almost requires the players or people to see the ball enter the
above conditions.



Date Event Site
June 15-17 10th MGA Senior Players’ Championship Chaska Town Course

July 1 Twin Cities Senior Championship Bunker Hills Golf Club

July 6 US Senior Open Sectional Qualifying Bunker Hills Golf Club

July 18-19 58th MPGA Senior Publinks Championship Rum River Hills Golf Club

August 11 US Senior Amateur Sectional Qualifying Hillcrest Golf Club of St. Paul

August 31-September 2 88th MGA Senior Championship White Bear Yacht Club

September 9-10 36th MGA Senior Four-Ball Championship Brackett’s Crossing Country Club

2009 SELECTED STATE & NATIONAL SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

Year Sr. Tour Finals Site Champion(s)
1996 Bearpath Golf & Country Club Mike Sewall, Fox Hollow Golf Club

1997 Woodhill Country Club Net: Bob Ziegler, New Prague Golf Club
Gross: Bob Leaf, Stillwater Country Club

1998 The Wilds Golf Club Net: Duane Baglien, New Prague Golf Club
Gross: Bud Tompkins, Brackett's Crossing Country Club 

1999 The Minikahda Club Net: Paul Plager, Northern Hills Golf Course
Gross: Jim Blanchard, Deer Run Golf Club

2000 Hazeltine National Golf Club Net: Ron Seagren, Hiawatha Golf Club
Gross: Dean Fjelstul, Hazeltine National Golf Club

2001 Oak Ridge Country Club Net: Tom Wos, University Golf Club
Gross: Pat Vincelli, Brackett's Crossing Country Club

2002 North Oaks Golf Club Net: Gilbert Schmitz, Redwood Falls Golf Club
Gross: Pat Vincelli, Brackett's Crossing Country Club

2003 Somerset Country Club Net: Roy Bogen, Dwan Golf Club
Gross: Pat Vincelli, Brackett’s Crossing Country Club 

2004 Interlachen Country Club Net: Bob Berg, Brookview Golf Club
Gross: Pat Vincelli, Brackett’s Crossing Country Club

2005 Windsong Farm Net: Marv Kaiser, University Golf Club
Gross: Ron Clayton,Waseca Lakeside Club

2006 White Bear Yacht Club Net: Gary Swenson, Pebble Creek Golf Club
Gross: Mike Cleland, St. Cloud Country Club

2007 Golden Valley Golf & Country Club Net: Karl Olson, Headwaters Country Club
Gross: R.J. Smiley, Hardwood’s Golf Club

2008 North Oaks Golf Club Net: Les Ernster, Northern Hills Golf Course
Gross: R.J. Smiley, Hardwood’s Golf Club

MGA SENIOR TOUR CHAMPIONS

Les Ernster
2008 Overall Net Champion

R.J. Smiley
2008 Overall Gross Champion PPAAGGEE 77


