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A LEGACY OF GOLF

The year 2001 has been a momentous one for golf in |
Minnesota, as well for the Minnesota Golf Association.

And, what a privilege and an honor it has been to be
involved in the development of the MGA’s centennial year
events. Working with the numerous volunteers and staff on
the activities and projects celebrating this milestone has
been rewarding and stimulating. We would like to take this

opportunity to thank each and every person for their

outstanding support and for donating their time and energy.
This book is the culmination of our efforts. Under the
guidance of Centennial Book Chairman Charlie Mahar,

author George E. Brown, III has crafted a work that accu-

rately details Minnesota’s grand golf history, as well as the
Cal Simmons MGA’s dedication to preserving the history and traditions

of the game we hold so dear. From insight into the legends

of Minnesota golf to memorable tournaments held during

the past 100 years to features on select historic clubs, “/00

Years of Minnesota Golf: Our Great Tradition” is a tribute , : - & ‘ W 'z & S o - = R e Thi LA 5 ‘- i ( ‘.,,:7‘,,
to all of the players, volunteers and administrators over the ‘ o e R e r o7l 5 o SR T M v AR '
past century who have made Minnesota a leader in the L M R e s 13 A BV L Sy e 4 i ¥

game of golf in the United States. Each page is a singular

salute to those whose love and devotion to the game LOYAL H. “BUD” CHAPMAN, affectionately known as
deserves the highest praise. “Chappy,” has two passions in life—golf and commercial art.
As stewards of this great game, we are mindful of the He just so happens to be an exceptional practitioner of both.

dedication of those individuals who have guided the MGA Chapman, a native Minnesotan, seemingly grew up

from its inception to today. As we endeavor to protect this with a golf club in one hand and a paintbrush in the other.

great legacy, we embrace the opportunity to pass along this He went from shooting a 166 in his very first round as a
youngster to capturing numerous MGA amateur titles
en route to being inducted into the MGA-PGA Hall of

Fame in 1994, His career as an accomplished commercial

Dick Harris wonderful heritage to those dedicated individuals who will

carry on Minnesota golf’s great tradition in the future.

artist started taking shape in grade school eventually leading
CAL SIMMONS to his commercial success with his 18 “Infamous Golf

President, Minnesota Golf Association Holes.” He truly has the best of both world’s being able to,

as he says, “play golf all day and work all night.”

Dick HARRIS His most recent masterpiece entitled “One Hundred

Bud Chapman
Chairman, Centennial Committee Years of Minnesota Golf,” which was commissioned by the

Minnesota Golf Association, captures in wonderful detail the
people and historic events over the past century in Minnesota.

For Chapman, this treasure was a true labor of love.
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GOLF IN

MINNESOTA AND THE SPORTING LIFE. The two
have been inexorably linked for more than 100 years.
However, back at the turn of the century, work was consid-
ered far more important than play.

For Americans, as well as Minnesotans, it was an era
characterized by ingenuity, innovation, and industrializa-
tion. Orville and Wilbur Wright made their famous flight.
The Spanish-American War was in the offing and the
advent of the railroad system put rural parts of the country
within a few hours of many growing cities. William

McKinley was in the White House and songs such as “Meet

(OPPOSITE PAGE - TOP)
Caddieing has been an integral part of the golfing
culture in Minnesota. The Minikahda Club. Circa 1900.

(OPPOSITE PAGE - BOTTOM)

Minneapolis was a bustling metropolis even back at
the turn of the 20th century. Nicollet Avenue at Fifth
Street looking towards the Mississippi River. Circa 1898.
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Me in St. Louis and In the Good Old Summertime, were
playing on the Victrola.

As manufacturing became more prevalent, factories
of all kinds sprung up. Henry Ford was hard at work on
the development of the automobile, which eventually
allowed three gentlemen to make the trip from Chicago to
Minneapolis in a record six days and for the first cross-
country trip to be completed in sixty-one days. This and
other such accomplishments were splashed across newspa-
pers from coast-to-coast.

In 1900, factories in Minnesota almost outnumbered
family farms. Industries such as flour milling, lumber
and iron-ore were king. At the time, the Twin Cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul boasted a population of 260,000
with another 35,000 to 40,000 residing in the port town of
Duluth on Lake Superior.

As commerce increased, a healthy rivalry grew
between Minneapolis and St. Paul. History books note that

St. Paul benefited from a strong banking industry and
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steamboat trade in the early 1900s. Minneapolis, on the
other hand, was renowned for its lumber and flour milling,
making it one of the United States’ premier grain markets.
Although these were important days in terms of business
and commerce growth, not everyone had their nose to

the grindstone. The old adage about “all work and no

play” held true. And golf proved to be a popular outlet.

The turn of the century saw the rapid growth
of the game of golf in the United States; a pastime
introduced to this country by the Scots. In 1896, there
were a mere 80 golf courses in the United States. That
number increased more than twelve-fold to 980 just four
years later. The United States Golf Association was formed
in 1895, and held its first championship at Newport Golf
Club in Newport, Rhode Island, that same year. Little did
Minnesotans know at the time that one day they would
play host to some of the fledgling association’s most
prestigious championships.

Prominent golfers of the day including Harry Vardon,
Willie Park, Jr., Charles Blair MacDonald and Donald Ross
also turned out to be some of the world’s leading golf
course architects. This talented group would eventually
create numerous golf course masterpieces in the U.S., with
many of them concentrated on the East Coast.

Although much of the design expertise at the time
was being crafted some 2,000 miles from the grain belt,
Minnesota would end up benefiting greatly from their
design genius. In addition, designers such as Willie
Watson, Robert and James Foulis and Tom Vardon would
become household names in the state as the game prolifer-
ated and course designs that emanated from their drawing
tables became reality.

Not that Minnesotans weren’t already somewhat

acquainted with the game. In fact, golf’s origins in

Golfers dressed in white were the order

of the day in the early years.

(OPPOSITE PAGE ~ TOP)

An afternoon respite under the shade of a tree was a
popular pastime at clubs such as Town and Country Club.
Circa 1899.

(OPPOSITE PAGE ~ BOTTOM)
5t. Paul boasted a strong banking and steamboat
trade during the early 1900s. Circa 1900.

Although standard eqﬁipment
in the game’s formative years,
wooden-shafted clubs are

valuable collector’s
items today.



Minnesota dated back to 1893 when the membership at
St. Paul’s Town and Country Club, one of the oldest clubs
in the country, voted to build a nine-hole course on the
eastern banks of the Mississippi River in order to bolster a
dwindling membership roster.

The club’s history details how an avid group of some
60 men and women, who participated regularly in St.
Paul’s Winter Carnival, wanted to start a social club that
would run year-round. They not only planned winter activ-
ities, but they were also determined to include nul.nerous
summer pastimes such as lawn tennis, croquet, picnics and
ultimately golf. In 1893, the idea of constructing a golf
course was a radical concept considering that the game was
virtually unknown. And, if it weren’t for an off-handed
comment by a club member to a newspaper reporter, the
course may have never been built.

According to the club’s history, William F. Peet, one of
Town and Country’s charter members, happened to mention
the game to a reporter for the St. Paul Dispatch who was
looking for more news about the club for his social column.
When the story appeared in the paper the following day,
Scotsman and golf enthusiast George W. McCree contacted
Peet and asked if he could help. McCree’s altruistic gesture
ignited the spark necessary for the game’s beginnings
in Minnesota.

Regarding the site for the proposed course, a local
golf publication noted that, “Nature had laid out an ideal
course, used for pasture ground, situated some little distance
back of the clubhouse and over the hill. Equipped with a
lawnmower, a spade, and a couple of brawny assistants,
these two men laid out the first nine-hole golf course in the
Midwest.” Just weeks after Peet and McCree conceived of
the idea, golf in Minnesota was born.

After playing on a rudimentary layout for the better
part of five years, Town and Country Club members finally
got to enjoy a more refined layout during the summer of
1898. For the record, the revamped course opened to much
fanfare on June 9, 1898. Other founding members such
as railroad magnate James J. Hill and Lucius P. Ordway
helped inaugurate Minnesota’s first course. The club’s

board hired St. Andrews-native Robert Foulis as its first

@

Judge Martin B. Koon was instrumental in
helping organize The Minikahda Club in 1898.
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professional and greenskeeper. Foulis would later become
a well-respected architect in his own right, collaborating
with his brother James on numerous golf course projects.
None of this may have occurred, however, if not for George
McCree whose pioneering spirit and determination made
golf at Town and Country, as well as in Minnesota, a reality.
While the green’s were being mowed that fall of 1898
at Town and Country Club, the first board meeting was
underway at The Minikahda Club, located off Excelsior
Boulevard overlooking Lake Calhoun. Minneapolis’
only course at that time had been scouted out a couple of
month’s prior by six people who were out for an afternoon
bicycle ride and picnic. Little did they know about the
significance of the land they had stumbled upon.

According to club historians, at one of the first board

meetings, a sum of $50,000 was authorized in order to

purchase 56 acres and build a clubhouse. Another $5,000

was approved to hire Scotland-natives Willie Watson and
Robert Foulis to design the club’s original nine holes.

By the summer of 1899, The Minikahda Club was
open for play, and some of the 600 members, who had put
up the $10 to $20 membership fee, were anxious to be the
first to tee it up. The club’s first president, Judge Martin B.
Koon, received that honor on July 15, 1899. Since that
summer day, Minikahada has gone on to establish itself as
a premier club and is largely responsible for bringing the
state numerous national tournaments and recognition over

the past century.

Source: Minnesota: A History of the State, University of
Minnesota, 1975.

As the game’s popularity increased in the United
States, tee times became hard to come by. The
Minikahda Club. Circa 1900.
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AS GOLF BEGAN TO TAKE HOLD IN MINNESOTA,
it was clear to many of the game’s die-hards that it needed
a governing body to oversee its growth. On August 29,
1901, a group of approximately 15 men took up the cause
and decided to do something about it. That night at the
now defunct Meadow-Brook Golf Club in Winona, the
Minnesota Golf Association was born.

Wrote the Winona Republic and Herald the next morn-
ing, “State Golf Association Organized Last Evening at the
State Tournament.” The story went on to say, “Minnesota
now has a state golf association. This was organized at the
clubhouse of the Meadow-Brook Golf Club last evening,
delegates from seven clubs being present. The meeting was

marked with much enthusiasm and the organization was

launched under the most auspicious circumstances.”

The seven founding clubs of the association were
Town and Country Club of St. Paul, The Minikahda Club
of Minneapolis, the Bryn Mawr Club of Minneapolis, the
Tapeta Golf Club of Fairbault, The Rochester Golf Club,

1 020N EATReS

(OPPOSITE PAGE - TOP LEFT)
Les Bolstad was one of the most prolific teachers in
Minnesota golf history.

(OPPOSITE PAGE - TOP RIGHT)

“Lighthorse” Harry Cooper, head professional at
Golden Valley Country Club during WWII, helped start
the Golden Valley Invitational during the war years.

(OPPOSITE PAGE — BOTTOM)

When Northland Country Club in Duluth was formed
in 1899, the admission fee was $15 and annual dues
were $10. Circa 1930s.

Merriam Park Club of St. Paul and Meadow-Brook Golf
Club located in Winona. John R. Marfield of Meadow-Brook
was resoundingly nominated as the organization’s first
president, B.F. Schurmeier as vice president and C.H. Hood
as secretary and treasurer. The other directors voted on were
W.A. Lawhead, H.C. Theopold, Dr. A. Henderson and
J.A. Cole.

During the meeting the Association’s constitution and

bylaws -were read and adopted. In part, the organization



On August 29, 1901, the day the Minnesota
Golf Association was formed, John R. Marfield
of Meadow-Brook Golf Club was named the
organization’s first president.

Go

——?f—_

was to “provide for an amateur state championship tourna-
ment each year open to its members, to afford a convenient
means of arranging dates of the annual tournaments of
its members so that they shall not conflict, and to promote
generally the interests of golf in Minnesota.” Membership
dues were pegged at $10 per club per year, a far cry from
what they are today.

Divine intervention may have decided the winner of
the first state amateur tournament, which was held that
same sunny day in August, as the Reverend Theodore P.
Thurston of Meadow-Brook took home the title. Thurston,
who fired a 94 in the qualifying round, besting fellow
Meadow-Brook member W.M. Bolcom in the final.
Prominent competitors of note in the field included Town
and Country’s Harold Bend and B.F. Schurmeier and
Minikahda’s C.T. Jaffray and Harold Legg. Every partici-
pant antied up the $2 admission fee in order to compete.

The MGA amateur tournament at Meadow-Brook was
a resounding success and has been contested on an annual
basis ever since. In the early days, a trophy for the winner
was donated by the host club with the value of the trophy
being at the discretion of the club. The running of the event
became a little more formal as well. Beginning in 1906,
the MGA hired a golf professional to manage each year’s
tournament and paid him the amount of $100. It was a
prestigious event, so every effort was made to afford the
participant’s with a first-class experience.

After the association’s first year in operation there
were a total of nine member clubs. Northland Country Club
and the Minnetonka Club were elected in 1902 followed by
the Lafayette Club in 1903. The financial report of June 26,
1902, showed the organization had a bank balance of
$74.30 after expenses. Not exactly an enviable cash flow,
but a start nonetheless.

Over the ensuing decades, new clubs were constructed
and eventually added to the MGA’s roster. Interlachen
opened for play in 1911 followed by the White Bear Yacht
Club in 1912, and Northwood and the Golf Club of Red
Wing in 1916.

Even as World War I broke out, the emphasis on

the sporting life continued. Men and women of all ages

became enthralled with the game of golf. In 1915, in order
to meet the increasing participation of women in the game
in Minnesota, the Minnesota Women’s Golf Association
was formed. A year later, the state hosted its first of six
U.S. Open championships (men and women) and in 1917,
the Minnesota PGA was organized only a year after the

national office officially opened its doors.

“The financial report of June 26, 1902,
~ showed the organization had a bank
balance of $74.30 after expenses.
Not exactly an enviable cash flow,
but a start nonetheless.”

The MGA continued to grow during this period
and attracted clubs from all regions of the state. By 1919
there were 16 member clubs and a total of 21 in 1922.
Alexandria, Bemidji, Detroit Lakes and Keller all jumped
on board as early members of the association. Later, as golf
started to become a game for the masses as opposed to a
sport for simply the privileged few, the MGA, through its
annual tournaments and promotion of Minnesota golf,
wanted to ensure the game’s traditions and integrity would

be protected for years to come.

The Reverend Theodore P. Thurston came out
on top at the MGA’s inaugural Amateur cham-
pionship in Winona. Circa 1917.

THE ROARING “20s

As the era of the 1920s dawned, America slowly
recovered from the economic and emotional hardships of
The Great War, It was a time ushered in by the wonderful
jazz sounds of Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington,
witnessed the successful crossing of the Atlantic Ocean by
Minnesotan Charles Lindbergh in The Spirit of St. Louis
and then capped off with the stock market crash of 1929,
which dropped a curtain on the good times.

In Minnesota, the economic outlook was even bleaker
than most. Returning soldiers got back to work on the farm
and in numerous other industries, but often the work
proved sporadic. Farm foreclosures grew steadily and the

banking industry was highly unstable. People couldn’t

C.T. Jaffray was president of the MGA
in.1903-1904.




Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh returned home to
a hero’s welcome at the Municipal Airport in
5t. Paul after making his historic crossing of
the Atlantic Ocean.
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Hennepin Avenue near 6th Street looking
towards the Mississippi River in Minneapolis.
Circa 1913.
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even have a cocktail or two to steady their frayed nerves
since Prohibition had just gone into effect. On the bright
side, women were finally given the right to vote and their
ban on smoking was also lifted. Additionally,
‘ the advent of the radio helped people keep up
with world affairs.
Even as “The Golden Age of Golf Course
Architecture” had run its course in the early
20s and despite tough economic times later
on, golf continued to provide a much-needed
diversion from daily life in Minnesota. The
game not only grew in popularity in and
around the major metropolitan areas of the
state but it also blossomed in more rural
locales as well. The MGA continued to

bolster its roster of courses by making a

| concerted effort to include public courses
for the first time. Remember that the organization’s mem-
bership base from its inception had been private clubs.

With the formation of the Minnesota Public Golf
Association in 1922, public courses began to sprout up
everywhere, giving enthusiasts who hadn’t previously had
a chance to experience the game their opportunity. Some
of the public courses that came on line during this time
included Columbia in 1920, Brookview (formerly Superior)
in 1922, Highland Park, Meadowbrook and Mendakota
(formerly Riverview) in 1926 and Western Hills and Keller
in 1927.

The state remained in the golf spotlight during the
decade as The Minikahda Club was selected by the United
States Golf Association to host the 1927 U. S. Amateur,
which featured a showdown between two of golf’s greats
in the final match: Bobby Jones and Chick Evans. And
while not nearly the household names Evans and Jones
were, Minikahda’s Harry Legg and White Bear’s Harrison
“Jimmy” Johnston proved their prowess on the links by
more than holding their own during tournament week. Two
years later Johnston came home to a ticker-tape parade in
St. Paul after capturing amateur golf’s ultimate prize — the
1929 U.S. Amateur Championship at Pebble Beach.

The *20s also featured the birth of two long-standing

-

and extremely popular Minnesota “vacation™ tournaments:
the Resorters in Alexandria and the Birchmont International
in Bemidji. Begun in 1922 and 1926 respectively, both
these events offer the best golfers in the state an opportunity
to showcase their golfing talent. A third tournament, the
Pine-to-Palm in Detroit Lakes, got its start in 1931.

Past winners at the Resorters in the early years included
pat Sawyer, Bill Zieske, Neil Croonquist and Eleanor
Lightner. In more recent years, the likes of Tom Lehman,
Steve Herzog, Pat Herzog, and Betsy Croonquist have taken
home the title. Likewise, the Birchmont has featured a
stellar field that has grown stronger every year during its
75-year run. Past champions include Harry Legg, Dave
Tallman, Bob Gammon, Bill Israelson and six-time female
champion Jody Gumlia. These tourneys are “must play”

events for the states low handicappers.

THE DEPRESSION AND WAR YEARS

As with every state in the union, Minnesota was not
immune to the dire effects of The Depression that gripped
the country during the 1930s. The state saw everything drop
through the floor including farm prices and wheat produc-
tion. Farm strikes, bank failures, drought and a grasshopper
plague all combined to hit Minnesota especially hard.

While some 70 percent of Minnesota’s Iron-Range
workers were jobless in 1932, help would come a year
later in the form of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal.
An effort by the government to get the country back to
work, the New Deal provided a much-needed boost to
the country’s psyche, including Minnesota’s, where road
building and the creation of inland waterways emanated
from engineers’ drawing boards.

A much-needed boost for the state’s golf community
came in the form of the St. Paul Open at Keller, which got
its start in 1930. Also known by some as the Keller Open,
this hugely popular event which ran for 40 years, except
from 1943-1944 and 1959, featured some illustrious names
including Walter Hagen, Tommy Armour, Olin Dutra,
Henry Picard, Sam Snead, Ben Hogan and in later years

Arnold Palmer, Billy Casper and Gary Player.

Minnesotan Harrison R. "Jimmy” Johnston took
the golf world by storm after winning the
1929 U.S. Amateur Championship contested at
Pebble Beach.

The members of White Bear Yacht Club went
all out in honoring fellow member "Jimmy"
Johnston after his Amateur victory.



The Birchmont International, contested annually in
Bemidji since 1926, continues to be a “must play” for
the state’s top golfers.

California pro Olin Dutra brought Keller Golf
Club, as well as the field, to its knees in winning
the 1932 PGA Championship.

The competition in this annual star-studded event was
fierce that first year for those vying for the top prize
money. A published report of the day indicated that total
prize money for that first event was a whopping $10,000
put up by the St. Paul Jaycees—a large amount for that
day. The title was taken home by “Lighthorse™ Harry
Cooper, who recently passed away at age 96. Cooper was
the only three-time winner of the tournament as he went on
to capture the crown again in *35 and ’36. Local Minnesota
standouts such as Pat Sawyer, Wally Ulrich and Joe Coria
were regular participants in the tournament over the years.
Beginning in 1966, the tournament was renamed the
Minnesota Classic and moved around to various sites over
the ensuing four years. The final Open was contested at
Braemar in 1969.

Although the game of golf was still enjoyed by the

lucky few, the fact it even survived in those brutal economic
times was somewhat of a miracle. Many clubs were forced
to close their doors, as discretionary income for most was
non-existent. The MGA, however, under the able leader-
ship of D.N. Tallman, Palmer Jaffray, Totton Heffelfinger
and George Robbins ensured the association’s survival and
continued its mission to promote the game for the benefit
of all Minnesota golfers.

Heffelfinger’s accomplishments, on behalf of
Minnesota, as well as the national golf community, were
numerous. In 1932, through his efforts and those of the
MGA’s Board of Directors, the association voted to
increase the number of directors from seven to twelve in
order to ensure that every MGA member club in the Twin
Cities would be represented.

Heffelfinger’s term as president of the MGA ran from

In 1930, Bobby Jones captured the third leg of
golf's Grand Slam with a thrilling victory
at Interlachen Country Club.
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The St. Paul Open was a favorite stop for many of
the games heavyweights including the likes of
Hagen, Armour, Picard, Hogan, Palmer and Player.

Totton P. Heffelfinger was a force in Minnesota, as
well as national golf circles, for over four decades.
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Minneapolis native Patty Berg's rise to stardom
began under the tutelage of Willie Kidd and
Jim Pringle at Interlachen Country Club.

first tee. He was soft-spoken and highly respected by all the
players. He deserves much credit for keeping the MGA
going during some very difficult times.”

More rough times continued for the general populace
in the 1940s as America found itself immersed in World
Wwar II. Minnesotans, like other Americans, were forced to
use “A” cards, which limited leisure travel of any kind due
to gas rationing. Golf competitions for the most part were
put on hold for a few years so that the country could focus
its attention on the war effort. Even courses and tournaments
such as Augusta National and the Masters sat out the
war years. In a show of extraordinary unity, people banded
together to sell war bonds in order to aid the fighting men
and women of the U.S.

Numerous Minnesota companies such as Minneapolis-

Honeywell, Minneapolis-Moline, Crown Iron Works and
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing did their part by
developing everything from generators and airplane controls
to portable pontoon bridges and gun mounts. While day-to-
day life was a struggle, the government did take action to
alleviate some of the problem by creating the WPA, which
eventually put some 40,000 Minnesotans to work.

The war left the MGA in a state of flux as many of
the roughly 300,000 Minnesotans who volunteered or were
drafted into the armed forces traded in their golf clubs
for rifles. Although board minutes from this period are
non-existent, there are indications that activity in the
organization was suspended during the war. Interviews
suggest that W.R. Smith, however, did just enough on his

own to make sure the association didn’t dissolve. He

The MGA’s first executive director, W.R. Smith,
kept the association going through some very
dark days.

1931-1932. Later, he served on the board of the Western
Golf Association from 1939-1946 and then was elected
president of the United States Golf Association in 1952-1953
—the only Minnesotan to hold that office. Additionally, he
was a longtime member of The Minikahda Club before
founding Hazeltine National Golf Club in 1960, site of
numerous national golf championships. Heffelfinger, who
passed away at the age of 88 in 1987, left a lasting imprint
on the game — both nationally and in the state.

One lasting imprint that some Minnesotans will not
soon forget was when the state played host to one of the
most remarkable feats in sports history—Bobby Jones
capturing the third leg of golf’s Grand Slam at the 1930
U.S. Open at Interlachen Country Club. Five years later,
Minnesota and the rest of the golfing world were mesmerized
by the game of young 17-year-old Minnesotan Patty Berg.
She finished runner-up in 1935 to the legendary Glenna

Collette Vare at the U.S. Women’s Amateur Championship,

GD

which was also contested at Interlachen. It would take Berg
just three short years to claim the Amateur title for her own.

By 1936, there were only 29 courses on the MGA’s
roster. Not exactly surprising considering the times. One
gentleman who is credited with keeping the MGA together
during this period was W.R. Smith, who was elected to the
organization’s board in the mid-thirties before becoming its
first executive secretary. “Gentleman” and “Sportsman”
were the words used to describe Smith by the many people
interviewed for this history.

During the ‘30s, he operated the University of
Minnesota’s golf course under the auspices of the Twin
Cities golf league. His efficiency and attention to detail
were just two of the qualities that intrigued officials at the
MGA. “W.R. Smith was a very astute, precise official,”
says Robert Morgan, president of the MGA from 1962-
1964. “When you played in an MGA event, every player

received a very official introduction as they stepped to the

Four Minnesota legends including Jock Hendry, Willie Kidd, Wally Mund and Gunnard Johnson share a light moment.
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Minnesota has hosted the USGA Amateur
Public Links five times dating back to 1931.

remained with the organization until the mid-*50s, where-
upon he retired.

On the tournament front, Patty Berg captured her only
U.S. Women’s Open title in 1946, the inaugural Open, at
the Spokane Country Club in Washington. The following
year, Minnesota played host to the state’s second national
Amateur Public Links Championship at the Meadowbrook
Golf Club in Minneapolis.

Bob Morgan, president of the MGA from 1962-1964,
was instrumental in getting the MGA back on solid
footing during the '50s and ‘60s.

)

COMING OUT FROM UNDER - THE “50S AND “60S

With the secession of hostilities following World War
II, optimism abounded. The post-war years witnessed the
beginning of the “baby boom™ generation, the advent of the
television and a focus on family values. Television shows
such as “The Honeymooners” kept the country in stitches
—a good thing considering what America had just endured.

The *50s also witnessed a proliferation of golf course
construction across the country following two decades of
virtual inactivity. Beginning in the ‘50s and through the
1960s, Robert Trent Jones, among others, solidified his
position as one of the preeminent golf course architects in
the world eventually putting his stamp on over 450 projects.
One of those courses was Hazeltine National in Chaska,
which was completed in 1962.

While golf was growing rapidly in Minnesota both in
terms of play and course construction, the MGA was in a
state of disarray. The effects of the difficult war years
seemed to keep a stranglehold on the organizations day-to-
day operations. “During the time around 1952-1954, things
with the MGA began to sort of fall apart,” recalls Robert
Morgan. “There wasn’t any attendance and there wasn’t any
formal contact with the clubs around the state. The MGA
did not completely fold but no one was paying attention to
it and it wasn’t an important thing. Finally, the association
reached into some of the bigger name clubs in order to
encourage people to donate some time to the cause.” That
plea brought the desired result.

One of these volunteers who dedicated most of his
free time to promote golf in Minnesota and specifically the

MGA was Fritz Corrigan. A past president of The Minikahda

Club, as well as member at Woodhill Country Club, Corrigan
was determined to do whatever it took to not only get the
MGA back on its feet again, but thriving as a vital part of
Minnesota golf. The story of Corrigan’s rise to prominence
in Minnesota golf circles is truly inspirational.

Corrigan grew up in a family of modest means and
caddied as a youngster at The Minikahda Club in order to

help his family make ends meet. One summer afternoon in

“The smartest decision the board made
during those years was that there was not
going to be any difference between a
private club and a public club. Everybody
is a golfer and any club can join
the organization.” —WARREN REBHOLZ

1930, Totton Heffelfinger was heading to Rochester Country
Club to play in the State Amateur, but his caddie didn’t
show up. Reportedly, Heffelfinger said to Minikahda’s head
golf professional, Bob Taylor, “Get me a kid off the caddy
bench over there.” Fritz Corrigan was given the nod and his
life would never be the same.

He not only ended up becoming Heffelfinger’s regular
caddie from that day forward, but the Heffelfinger family
later helped put Corrigan through college at the University
of Minnesota and then brought him up through the ranks
of the family’s business empire, the Peavy Company. He
worked his way up at the company by honing his skills at
the grain exchange on the trading floor before moving to
Duluth to head the company’s grain elevator division, He
eventually moved back to Minneapolis and became president
and later chairman of the board of the Peavy Company. He
passed away recently, but his contributions to keeping the
MGA a viable entity during some very dark days will not
soon be forgotten.

Corrigan was not the only one to step up to the plate
in the latter part of the *50s in order to get the MGA back
on track. Others included Heffelfinger, Morgan, Ed Rundell,

Norm Anderson, the late Stewart McIntosh and former

Al Wareham, the MIGA’s second executive director,
operated the association out of his office at the
Milwaukee Railroad because the MGA couldn’t
afford office space of its own at the time.
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Former MIGA President John Turner, Fritz Corrigan,
Gene Firmine and former MGA President Roger
Gordon. Corrigan, who went from caddieing at
The Minikahda Club to becoming CEO of the
Peavy Company, was instrumental in getting the

original Evans Scholars Chapter House built at
the University of Minnesota in 1960.



Current ABC golf announcer, Bob Rosburg, captured
the 1959 PGA Championship crown in exciting fash-

ion at the Minneapolis Golf Club.
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MGA Secretary Warren Rebholz. The board enacted major
changes including establishing new bylaws. And, as men-
tioned previously, a concerted effort was made to build the
association’s membership by courting public courses and
not just private entities. It was a critical initiative that helped
the association stay afloat.

“During the middle ‘50s, we sat down and got this
thing organized a lot tighter,” says Rebholz, a longtime
committeeman who got his start with the MGA in the late
1950s. “The smartest decision the board made during those
years was that there was not going to be any difference
between a private club and a public club. Everybody is a
golfer and any club can join the organization. There wasn’t
going to be any ‘private’ in the organization. Every club
would be treated the same.” Their efforts worked. By the
end of 1957 the association’s roster had multiplied almost
seven-fold from the year before to 53 member clubs. It
was an impressive turnaround for an organization that had
previously been on the edge of extinction because of lack
of interest from the state’s golf community.

As the MGA came out of hibernation, it was clear that
the organization needed permanent office space, and some-
one to run the association on a daily basis. During prior
years, the organization was literally run out of the trunk
of Rebholz’ car. His office was across the street from an
MGA board member and the two used to get together in the
parking lot to discuss golf business. In terms of finding
a seasoned golf administrator, they found their man in
Al Wareham, a native Minnesotan who brought nearly 30
years of experience to the board of directors.

Wareham, who initially served two terms as president
of the MGA from 1958-1960 before becoming the organi-
zation’s executive director, was born and raised in St. Paul.
As a youngster, he caddied at Town and Country Club,
which allowed him and other caddies to play on Mondays.
Wareham, however, became a public course devotee, even-
tually honing his game at Glenwood Golf Club where he
would later serve on the board of directors. In an article
published some 25 years ago, Wareham jokingly recalled
the funny looks he and his golfing buddies received when

they hopped the streetcar with their golf bags slung over their

The former Evans Scholars Chapter House at the
University of Minnesota was a home-away-from-home
for numerous deserving caddies over the years.
Ground was broken on a new chapter house in 2001.

shoulders en route to Glenwood for an afternoon round.

Wareham’s career in the golf business was extensive
prior to his involvement with the MGA. Beginning in 1931
he became secretary and then president of the Minnesota
Public Links Association, as well as the state representative
for the USGA. Then, in 1938, he was appointed to the
board of the USGA’s Public Links Committee, a position
he would hold for 35 years. Remarkably, he attended 30
straight Public Links Championships.

When he took over as president of the MGA he was
employed by the Milwaukee Railroad and ran the golf
association out of his office. As mentioned, the MGA was
operating on limited funds at the time, having little or no
revenue stream. It was Warecham’s job to try to come up
with new avenues for the association to make money.

One means used was to raise membership rates for the

over 50-plus member clubs. Private clubs with 18 holes of

golf were charged $20, up from $10, while nine-hole private

facilities and public courses were assessed $10 by

the MGA. Although not a drastic increase, it was a f;
\7

means to an end. .&r

Three golf events of particular note highlighted g
the golf calendar during the late ‘50s. The first was the
USA’s 8-3 victory over the Great Britain and Ireland squad
in the 1957 Walker Cup matches held at The Minikahda

Club. Billy Joe Patton’s exciting play helped Captain

Charlie Coe’s team earn its eighth straight victory over the
GB&I squad. The second was the Trans-Mississippi held in
1959 at Woodhill where a pudgy 19-year-old named Jack
Nicklaus captured the title, defeating Deane Beman (who
would go on to fame himself as a PGA tour player and later
as commissioner of the PGA Tour) in the finals 3 & 2. Later
that year, Nicklaus went on to capture the U.S. Amateur
title at The Broadmoor in Colorado Springs by defeating,
coincidentally, Charlie Coe. Finally, in 1959, 32-year-old
Bob Rosburg overcame veteran Jerry Barber to capture the
PGA Championship crown at the Minneapolis Golf Club.
Rosburg carded a final round 66 to win by one stroke. A
busy few years, indeed.

Those busy times continued into the 1960s. The
state’s annual tournaments drew full fields year after year
and new courses, both public and private, came on line.
While the MGA continually looked for additional ways to

create revenues during this period, the organization held its

“Evans’ dream of sending deserving
caddies to college, which was fostered after
his 1916 Open victory at Minikahda,
finally became a reality in Minnesota.”

own. In fact, any anxious moments at the beginning of the
decade were forgotten momentarily as a much-anticipated
ceremony took place.

On November 2, 1960, after considerable time and
effort spent fund raising, the first Evans Scholar Chapter
House was dedicated on the campus of the University of
Minnesota. The college President, Dr. Wilson, Chick Evans
and a number of dignitaries were on hand for the
special occasion. Fritz Corrigan and Robert Morgan,
“;}35;1 Western Golf Association directors, were two people
1 /'é ; who had devoted a considerable amount of time and

effort to see the chapter house become a reality. Evans’
dream of sending deserving caddies to college, which was
fostered four decades earlier after his 1916 Open victory at

Minikahda, finally became a reality in Minnesota.



Minnesota’s long tradition of hosting
local and national amateur golf
championships puts the state in a
class by itself.
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During the middle part of the ‘60s, the need ' title, besting Dean Wilson, Jr. of Omaha 5 & 3 in

to hire a full-time director clearly became a = the finals. Of local note, six of the 15 Minnesotans
priority. And, although the association’s member- ‘ entered in the tournament ended up qualifying
ship roster topped out at 85 clubs by 1964, for match play.

After officially opening its doors in 1962
and joining the MGA in 1963, Hazeltine

it desired. Board minutes indicate there was only a $615 National Golf Club hosted the 1965 Minnesota State

there was not enough money coming in the

door to allow the association to achieve all that

surplus at the end of the year. Amateur championship. The tournament featured a stellar
After numerous committee meetings and much consid- | field including the likes of Interlachen’s Neil Croonquist,
eration, the board decided to bring on an executive director, Hazeltine’s own Warren Rebholz, who made it to the
who, coincidentally, was seated at their board table. On quarterfinals before bowing to Ted Stark of Edina Country
November 16, 1964, Al Wareham officially took over the | Club, and the eventual winner, Jim Archer. Archer, playing
reigns of the association. The board authorized a salary of | out of The Minikahda Club, topped Jim Hiniker of Hastings
$100 per month with an expense limit of $500 per year. Country Club 3 & 2 in the finals.
His hiring proved to be an important step in keeping the A year later, Hazeltine National
association on track and helping it to follow through with would be the focus of the entire golf ||/
its mission of promoting amateur golf in Minnesota. world as it hosted the first of (to date) |§
MGA president Martin Stein started a program to six USGA championships —the 1966 ' \

increase revenues for the organization through a computer- U.S. Women’s Open Championship.

ized handicap system. Prior to computerization, handicaps | The field included many.of the day’s top- '
were calculated by using the old USGA slide rule. It was a | ranked professionals including defending champion Carol
tedious process that brought aggravated looks from handicap | Mann, Mickey Wright, Kathy Whitworth and Minnesota’s
chairmen throughout the state. Remember, at that time own Patty Berg, who at age 48, was the oldest competitor
there was no central handicap authority and clearing house. in the field.

Beginning in the mid-‘60s, however, officials in The name at the top of the leader board after the final
Minnesota began to utilize the services of a Dallas-based round, however, was 29-year-old Sandra Spuzich, a native
corporation, Minimax, to calculate handicaps. Golf course of Indiana. Fighting through intense heat, Spuzich conquered
members were charged an annual fee for the services with the long, arduous layout and Carol Mann by firing rounds
50 percent of the proceeds going back to the MGA and the | of 75-74-76-72 for a four-round total 297 —three over par.
other half to Minimax. By July of 1966, nine Minnesota Only three players bested 300. For the record, Spuzich
clubs and approximately 2,000 golfers had signed up for | pocketed $4,000 for the victory out of the $20,680 pot—
the program. Two years later that number had increased certainly a far cry from today’s exorbitant purses.
to 30 clubs and by 1970 some 55 clubs and over 12,500 By 1967, the State Amateur championship changed to
individuals were on the system, bringing peace of mind to a stroke-play format from match play. Additionally, Robert
handicap chairmen and much-needed revenue to the MGA. Magie, III of Northland Country Club, the winner of that

Tournament golf around the state continued to capture | year’s tournament contested at Golden Valley Country Club,
the headlines in local newspapers during 0

this time. In 1964, Francis A. Gross

took home the first Totton P. Heffelfinger trophy. The trophy,

given from that time forward to the winner of the MGA
Golf Club played host to the national & Amateur, was renamed in the honor of a man who helped
Amateur Public Links Championship. put Minnesota golf on the map.

Topeka’s Bill McDonald captured the By 1968, the MGA was on the cutting edge of the

G



Warren Rebholz, affectionately known as
"Rebbie," has done more for the game of golf in
Minnesota and the MGA than probably anyone
else in recent memory.

course rating business being the first to use the modified
yardage rating system. According to Warren Rebholz,
courses in Minnesota were rated on a total yardage basis
versus a hole-by-hole standard. The system being used by
the MGA was designed to be the most accurate of its kind.
By the end of that year over 132 courses in the state had
been rated. By 1969 membership dues were raised to $25
per club and revenue for the year was approximately
$15,000—a vast increase from only a few years earlier.
The MGA survived —and was now poised to thrive heading

into the 1970s.

The 70th U.S. Open,
contested at Hazeltine
National Golf Club, was
the club’s second major,
following the1966 U.S.
Women’s Open, in its
young eight-year history
to that point.

GO

THE MODERN ERA —1970-2001

While an exciting time for area golfers, the decade of
the “70s proved to be one of change for the association on
the management front. Warren J. Rebholz took over the
reigns of the organization and left an indelible mark on the
game of golf in Minnesota. More member clubs came on
board, junior golf got a large boost and Minnesota again
showed its commitment to showcasing the state and nation’s
top golfers as numerous local and national tournaments
graced the golf calendar.

In 1970, the U.S. Open championship returned to
Minnesota for the first time in 40 years when Hazeltine
National was given the nod by the United States Golf
Association. The record crowds that made there way to
Chaska were rewarded with a terrific tournament that saw
25-year-old Englishman and reigning British Open champion
Tony Jacklin capture the crown.

As the game grew in popularity in Minnesota, the
MGA grew in stature, servicing the needs of legions of
new golfers. The association’s directors realized that
new blood and a new vision were paramount for the

organization in order for it to maintain its high level of

service performance. The man they turned to was long-

time committeeman Warren J. Rebholz. His passion for
the game combined with his knowledge of the local golf
community made him an ideal candidate.

Born and raised in St. Paul, Rebholz had the golf bug

in his veins from an early age. Educated at St. Thomas

P——

College and an avid baseball and basketball junkie, he
turned to golf and honed his skills at Highland Park Golf
Course, just two miles from his home. A fair competitor, he

qualified for two U.S. Public Links Championships and

“As the game grew in popularity
in Minnesota, the MGA grew
in stature, servicing the needs of
legions of new golfers.”

one U.S. Mid-Amateur, as well as successfully competed
on the local level at the State Public Links, Amateur and
the MGA Four-Ball.

He eventually joined the men’s club at Highland Park,
became its president and then president of the Minnesota
Public Golf Association. Although he spent 22 years in the
publishing business, his true life’s work has been helping
the golfers of the Minnesota for half a century. “All my
training for going to work for the golf association was
with amateur golf,” he says. “I became president of the
Minnesota Public Golf Association and that’s when I got
on the board of the Minnesota Golf Association. It was kind
of a series of events there.”

In the early “70s, the size of the MGA operation and its
annual budget were not near what it is today. “Back in
those days this was not a big job,” recalls Rebholz. “There
were no big staffs, so it was myself, a secretary and a bunch
of volunteers. They [MGA board] all recognized this was a
small peanuts thing that had to be nurtured and brought
along. My objective was to put it on a business-like basis
as much as I could, organize it and bring in the service

aspect with that small staff. We wanted to bring it to a

point where we were recognized as the leader in golf

in Minnesota.”

By 1973, the association boasted 200 member clubs
—a tribute to the dedication and sacrifice of a determined
board of directors. That same year the very first issue of the

Minnesota Golfer rolled off the press—a publication started

The University of Minnesota golf program proved
to be a great training ground for many of the
state’s golf standouts including Les Bolstad, Pat
Sawyer, John Harris, Tom Lehman and Dave
Haberle, just to name a few.




Without a doubt, Minnesota has been home to
some of the nation’s best women golfers and
women’s championships.

by Rebholz and designed to create a line of communication
between the association and its members. He cajoled and
convinced member clubs at the time to give him their
mailing lists so he could “get the MGA’s word out.” Starting
out with a distribution of only a few thousand, today the
magazine, which is published bi-monthly, reaches more than
70,000 households and is a major marketing instrument
for the MGA.

In 1974, Minnesota’s junior golf program kicked into
high gear. Sponsored in part by the MGA and member
clubs, 114 boys teams and 65 girls teams were organized
into a league that gave youngsters an opportunity to play
the game while also learning the rules and golf etiquette.
Two decades later, 192 teams composed of some 1,300
boys and girls were fortunate enough to be part of this
unique program.

The youngsters were not the only ones having fun and

success on the links. In 1975, Dr. Bob Harris and son John

took top honors at the National Father-Son Tournament
at the Country Club of North Carolina in Pinehurst.
Interestingly, the elder Harris, along with his four sons,
captured 11 Father-Son titles at Town and Country Club in
St. Paul— winning six consecutively at one point. Bunker
Hills Golf Course in Coon Rapids was the site of the 51st
National Amateur Public Links Championship in 1976,
won by 22-year-old Eddie Mudd, brother of former PGA
tour player Jodie Mudd. They are only one of two sets of
brothers to ever win the APL Championship. In 1977,
Georgian Hollis Stacy fended off veteran Jo Ann Carner
and rookie sensation Nancy Lopez to capture the 1977 U.S.
Women’s Open crown at Hazeltine National —the first of
Stacy’s three Open titles. And not to be outdone, that same
year Minnesotan Kathy Williams was a finalist in the very
first National Women’s Public Links Championship.
Besides being named an All-American at the University of

Minnesota in 1981 and the number one player on the

Gopher squad, she was also the first woman recipient of an
Evans Scholarship at the University.

The decade culminated with Hawaiian Lori Castillo
defeating former North Branch resident Becky Pearson
at the 1979 U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links at
Braemar. In June of that year, native Jerilyn “Jeri” Britz
conquered the field and the course at Brooklawn Country
Club in Fairfield, Connecticut, at the U.S. Women’s Open.
Not a bad decade on the tournament front for Minnesota
and its top golfers.

Minnesota has fostered its share of champion golfers
over the years and few have shone more brightly than Tim
Herron, who got his start competing in the inaugural
Minnesota-Manitoba Junior Cup Matches in 1981. This
annual event, contested alternately each year in either
Minnesota or Canada, has showcased some truly outstanding
golf talent during the past 20 years.

According to 1982 MGA board minutes, the organi-
zation was “in excellent financial condition.” A total of 985
Minnesotans had contributed to the Par Club to benefit the
Evans Scholarship program and 253 Evans scholars to date
had graduated from the University of Minnesota. In addition
the W.R. “Ray” Smith Award was officially established hon-
oring the organization’s first executive secretary. The award
was given to that person (or persons) who made a significant
contribution to the game of golf in Minnesota.

On the national tournament front in the ‘80s,
Minnesota hosted five events —among them the 1983 U.S.
Senior Open at Hazeltine National and the U.S. Women’s
Amateur at the Minikahda Club. Former U.S. Open and
Masters champion Billy Casper survived the blistering heat
and humidity to defeat Californian Rod Funseth in the
1983 U.S. Senior Open. Tied after 72 holes, an 18-hole
playoff (in which each shot 75) failed to produce a winner
and the duo went on to sudden death. On the 19th extra
hole, Casper rolled in a birdie putt that ended the longest
playoff in Senior Open history and gave Casper his only
Senior Open title. Then, in 1988, Korea-native Pearl Sinn
took Minnesota by storm as she cruised to a 6 & 5 victory
over Karen Noble at the U.S. Women’s Amateur, contested
at The Minikahda Club.

Minnesotan Chris Perry, above, as well as Arnold
Palmer and Gary Player, have been longtime sup-
porters of the annual Dayton’s Challenge hosted
by Tom Lehman.
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The state’s golf enthusiasts have had the good
fortune to witness some riveting international
amateur competition at two Walker Cup’s including
in 1957 at The Minikahda Club and in 1993 at
Interlachen Country Club.

On the local scene during the decade, PGA Tour player

Chris Perry, a 22-year-old former Big 10 champion and
Collegiate Player of the Year at Ohio State, became, in
1983, the first Minnesotan since Jimmy Johnston in 1929
to make it to the finals of the U.S. Amateur at the North
Shore CC in Glen View, Illinois. Although he fell to veteran
Jay Sigel, Perry put the golf world on notice that he could
compete against the best.

A year after Jody Rosenthal won the British Ladies
Amateur championship at Royal Troon GC in 1984, Jim
Sorenson of Bloomington handily won the 1985 National

Public Links Championship 12 & 11— the most lopsided
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victory in that event in the tournament’s 79-year history.

By 1989, the MGA's financial woes of decades earlier
were a distant memory. Revenues had risen steadily
through the hard work and foresight of the association’s
directors and staff. The Associate membership base in the
organization had increased to over 72,000 and almost 100
applicants had to be turned away from that year’s State
Mid-Amateur championship because of the number of
entries. Plans were also in place to increase the circulation
of the Minnesota Golfer ten-fold over the following decade.

Golf’s popularity in Minnesota continued to soar in
the early 1990s even as the country was focused on the
Gulf War in the Middle East. The year 1990 was significant
as it heralded the 75th anniversary of the Minnesota
Women’s Golf Association— an allied partner of the MGA.
The MWGA continues to play a vital role in the promotion

of women’s golf in the state.

Heading into its ninth decade, the MGA’s top priorities
included expanding the office staff, introducing the elec-
tronic option into the MGA’s handicap service, re-rating up
to 100 courses a year and aggressively pursuing an outreach
program to clubs outside of the Twin Cities. These vital
initiatives helped the MGA fulfill its mission of preserving
and protecting the integrity of the game in Minnesota.
Unfortunately, most of these programs would have to be
implemented under a new regime at the MGA.

After a 20-year run as the association’s guiding hand,

Warren Rebholz retired in 1992. A man of great integrity

who devoted his life to Minnesota golf, Rebholz’ departure

Jim Sorenson and Les Bolstad are the only two

clearly marked the end of an era. “Once I got working for iSRSt Gk the G NaBohs!

Amateur Public Links title. Bolstad was victorious in
1926 and Sorenson in 1985.

the MGA, it became my whole life,” he recalls fondly. “I
had a passion for the game and got a lot of satisfaction out

“doi tournament really well. I’ve always tried to have
i ‘ = i Brenda Corrie Kuehn and teammate Kellee Booth led

the American side to victory at the 30th Curtis Cup
competition held at The Minikahda Club in 1998.

fun all the way along the line, and I've preached that. This

is a game and you’re supposed to have fun. We're selling
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Reed Mackenzie of Chaska, president of the MGA
from 1988-1990, is actively involved in golf on the
national scene currently serving as vice president
of the United States Golf Association.

Julie Sprau’s vision for the MGA and her

goal-oriented management style have put the
association on a solid track as it heads into its
second 100 years.

recreation and relaxation and we have to look like we are
having fun, too.” Fortunately for the MGA, Rebholz is still
actively involved today in running the MGA Senior Tour.

Finding a successor for Rebholz was not an easy task
considering the legacy he had left. The search committee,
however, didn’t have to look far. Ross Galarneault, Rebholz’
former assistant, brought an intimate knowledge of the
Minnesota golf scene to the position—a critical “must”
for the job.

Minnesota golfers continued to showcase their talents
during the decade. Tom Lehman captured his second con-
secutive State Open title in 1990. Jim Stuart, son of former
Northland Country Club professional Ev Stuart, captured
the 10th U.S. Mid-Amateur title in 1990 at Troon Golf
& Country Club defeating Mark Sollenberger 1-up. He
def